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2nd SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 17  JANUARY 2021 

(Prayer of the Church Week 2. Parish Mass Book Page 117) 

 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
Saturday 5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 10.00am Pat Hart 

Monday 9.00.am Richard Wilson 

Tuesday 9.00am Mgr Austin Hunt 

Wednesday 7.00pm Kate Marie Barrow 

Thursday 9.00am Private Intention 

Friday 9.00am Holy Souls 

 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday   5.30pm    People of the Parish 

Sunday 10.00am     John Dooher 

 

Novena  No novena this week 

Confessions  No confessions this week 

Meditation  No meditation this week   

 

 Counters team next Sunday 

 No counters needed 

 PURIFICATORS NEXT WEEK 

 I will do them 

 
 

  

 

LOVE IS THE PROTAGONIST 

Like me, Brian McLaren has spent many decades “on the edge of the inside” of the 

institutional Church. Although he often critiques the stories told by Christian denominations, 

he has never tired of the Jesus story or failed to believe in its power to transform the world. 

Brian and Gareth Higgins write:  Jesus came to subvert all stories of violence and harm, not 

repeat them.  Instead of patriarchal stories of domination, he taught and embodied service, 

reconciliation, and self-giving.  Instead of stories of violent revolution or revenge on the one 

hand or compliant submission on the other, he taught and modeled transformative nonviolent 

resistance.  Instead of the purification stories of scapegoating or ethnic cleansing, he 

encountered and engaged the other with respect, welcome, neighborliness, and mutuality.  

Instead of inhabiting a competitive story of , he advocated stewardship, generosity, sharing, 

and a vision of abundance for all.  Instead of advocating escapist sutories of isolation, he 

sent his followers into the world to be agents of positive change, like salt, light, and yeast.  

And instead of leaving the oppressed in stories of victimization, he empowered them with a 

vision of faith, hope, and love that could change the world. [1]  Richard again: One time 

after I spoke at a business breakfast about the Kingdom of God being a win-win world, a 

very successful man I knew came up to me and said, “You know, Richard, that story is not 

even interesting. How could I get my juices going in the morning without competition?” 

When we’re trapped in a narrative of winners and losers, especially if we think of ourselves 

as winners, the Jesus story really isn’t that interesting! Brian and Gareth put it this way:  The 

earlier six stories all claimed that the path to peace, security and happiness was about 

“winning” . . . but in the Seventh Story, the story of reconciliation, we still get to win, just 

not at anybody else’s expense.  In the Seventh Story, human beings are not the protagonists 

of the world. Love is. [2]  The hearts of more and more children, young people, adults, and 

senior citizens are yearning for a new story, a story of love rather than hate, of creativity 

rather than destruction, of win-win cooperation rather than win-lose competition, of peace-

craft rather than war-craft.  They are waiting for a new story to explore, inhabit, and tell. 

[3]  We are all looking for a larger and more loving story in which to participate.  This is 

what God gives us. 
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